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Module Aims: To develop the knowledge and skills required to support children/young 
people with special educational needs and disabilities in educational and social settings. 
 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this module, using academic writing conventions, including Harvard referencing, 
students will be able to: 
 
1. Examine characteristics of different impairments and the potential impact these may have 

on the individual child and their family.  



2. Outline key legislation/regulations related to supporting children/young people with special 
needs and disabilities in education and social settings. 

3. Critique strategies used for the early identification of special educational needs/disabilities. 
4. Critically analyse intervention and support strategies for children with special educational 

needs/disabilities and their families. 
 

 
Assessment:  
 
Fictitious case study, written by the module tutor, which requires learners to critically examine 
specific impairments/disabilities and the impact of these on the child/young person and their 
family. Consideration will also be given to early identification processes, legislation and the 
intervention/support strategies used to support children/young people in education and social 
settings. 
 
Assessment 

number 
Learning 

Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Word count (or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

All Case Study 100% 4,000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
Sessions will comprise of the presentation of information, case studies, practical activities, 
external speakers, review of DVD material and peer group discussion. Students will be 
expected to make full use of the University’s library and VLE to enhance their study. 
 
 

Syllabus Outline: 
 
 Key characteristics of a range of impairments (e.g. physical and sensory impairments, 

learning and communication difficulties, medical conditions) 
 Range of specialist aids and equipment available 
 Potential impact of impairment for children/young people and their families/carers 
 Historical overview of key legislation/policy aimed at supporting children/young people 

with special needs and disabilities  
 Models of disability 
 Strategies for the identification of special educational needs/disability. 
 Strategies that identify solutions to barriers to participation and achievement within a 

learning and social environment 
 The role of the special/additional needs coordinator 
 Partnerships with children/young people, parents/carers and other agencies 
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